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Page from The Continental Harmony,
courtesy the Library of Congress

Notes:

This edition has been transcribed from Library of Congress page scans of The
Continental Harmony. Editorial influence has been kept to a minimum, while making this score
accessible for contemporary performers. Note that in 7he Complete Works of William Billings,
this anthem is given the title “Sanctify a Fast”; the title given in this edition is Billings’ title (see
illustration above). This is not intended to be a scholarly edition; however, for those who would
like to refer to the original score, page divisions of the original have been marked in the score.

Obvious typographical errors in the original have been silently corrected. The alto clef
has been changed to G clef. Slurs are as in the original; and, as in the original, where eighth and
sixteenth notes are connected by slurs, they are also connected by beams. Time signatures given
are as in the original. All spelling and punctuation as in Billings’ original.

The tempo markings are editorial, based on Billings’ recommendations for various time
signatures. No indications of dynamics, ornamentation, etc., have been given; consult the essay
on historical performance practice in vol. IV of The Complete Works of William Billings for
suggestions on appropriate performance.



An Anthem. Joel, 1st and 2d Chap. Suitable for Fast.

Music: William Billings (1746-1800)
from The Continental Harmony, 1794

“Sanctify a Fast”—SATB

Joel 1:14,17-20; 2:15,17,21,23-24,26,32

Words: King James Version
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