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John Brown’s Body
Anonymous 19th C.

Public domain text, tune, and arrangement.

Chicago Tribune, Dec. 16, 1861
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“Among the greatest heroes and martyrs History will reckon John
Brown.”
           —Frederick Douglass, “A Lecture on John Brown”

“At the turn of the [20th] century, as Southern and border states disen-
franchised African Americans, as lynchings proliferated…white America
abandoned the last shards of its racial idealism. A history published in
1923 [stated]… ‘we are disposed to consider this extraordinary man [i.e.,
John Brown] the victim of mental delusions.’ Not until the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s was white America freed from enough of its 
racism to accept that a white person did not have to be crazy to die for 
black equality.”
           —James W. Loewen, Lies My Teacher Told Me
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John Brown’s Body
Fisk Jubilee Singers

Public domain text, tune, and arrangement.

Fisk Jubilee Singers
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“History will reckon John Brown among the greatest heroes and 
martyrs .”  —Frederick Douglass, “A Lecture on John Brown”

The Fisk Jubilee Singers concluded with a fourth verse:
“Now has come the glorious jubilee…”


