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Steal Away
Wallis Willis?, arr. Fisk 

Jubilee Singers, 1872

Public domain text, tune, and arrangement.

Wallis Willis?

“The lyrics of these black folk songs…had double meanings, serving as code songs 
that conveyed plans to escape.… The phrase ‘steal away’ thus meant absconding; 
‘Jesus’ [meant] freedom in the North;…‘I ain’t got long to stay here’ meant that flight
northward was imminent.”—Steal Away, Steal Away: New Jersey’s Underground
Railroad  Heritage, (Trenton, N.J.: New Jersey Historical Commission, n.d. [c. 2000]). 


